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According to statements by Colombian officials on Aug. 27, on Aug. 25 a guerrilla column,
comprised of members of the FARC (Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces) and the ELN
(Popular Liberation Army) attacked the village of Saisa, located in the northwest department of
Cordoba, 400 km. north of Bogota. The officials said 40 persons died, including soldiers, civilians
and guerrillas. Government (Interior) Minister Cesar Gaviria described the incident as an obstacle
toward establishing the peace all Colombians desire. Some guerrilla groups, he said, lack the
will for peace. Nonetheless, said Gaviria, the government maintains its willingness to implement
an announced plan toward national pacification. The strategies of the plan have not yet been
announced. Statements by a Defense Ministry spokesperson and the governor of Cordoba on
Aug. 25 differed from the official account two days later. Ministry spokesperson Col. Eduardo
Arevalo told reporters that the fighting began on Aug. 23 and continued until Aug. 25. The death
toll, he said, came to 32: 10 soldiers, two police, nine civilians and 11 guerrillas. Col. Arevalo said
the violence began on Tuesday when at least 25 ELN guerrillas attacked the Saisa police barracks
with grenades and rockets from several different positions. Arevalo said that the fighting continued
until Army troops in helicopters launched an offensive against the guerrillas, who then fled to the
mountains. On the morning of Aug. 25, Cordoba governor Jose Amin told journalists that witnesses
had reported the deaths of 46 persons, including 13 police, eight soldiers, and at least 25 guerrillas.
(Basic data from UPI, 08/25/88; AFP, 08/27/88)
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